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Delran Fire Company No. 1

“When Duty Calls ‘Tis Ours To Obey”




Sunday, September 28, 1913
The Philadelphia Inquirer

Volume: 169 Issue: 30 Page: 9

From: Inquirer Field Correspondents

New Jersey Notes

Bridgeboro,— Young men of Bridgeboro will
organize the town’s first fire company next ]
week. The initial equipment will be buckets and ;
ladders, but the funds have been pledged toward [§
the purchase of a chemical engine and a series [§
of entertainments will be staged by the company E
to get the full amount required. : 1

Thursday, February 12, 1914

Special to the
Philadelphia Inquirer

Fire Threatens Town:
Qutside Firemen Help

Bridgeboro, N. J. February 11, 1914

Assistance rendered by firemen from Riverside and
Delanco at midnight saved Bridgeboro from a
conflagration that threatened to wipe out half the town
when large barns, centrally located and owned by Philip
Stumpf and Wilbert Newkirk, were burned to the ground §
and surrounding property was damaged by flames. Twice
the postoffice building was afire, but was extinguished.  §

Many of the residents rushed their household goods int@§
the streets fearing loss of their homes. One horse in the §
Stumpf barn and the contents of the buildings were
burned. Residents have started a campaign to purchase
an auto chemical truck.




The “Women’s Christian
Temperance Union”

. (W.C.T.U.) Hall was on the
 east side of Main Street and the
second lot south of Mulberry
Street in Bridgeboro. Early
meetings were held here and

at Lester Fortnum’s Garage
(Below). The W.C.T.U. Hall
location was being considered
as the site for our first firehouse
however when William ]J.
Smith, our first Chief, offered

a lot further north on Main

L Street for $200, it was accepted
' and a new firehouse building

+ was contemplated.




These were the first recorded minutes that suggested the official formation of Delran Fire
Co. No.1. Those appointed to “canvas” the town were asked to solicit donations of money
and to ask for willingness to join the ranks of firemen when organized. Two meetings
occurred prior to the official organizing meeting. One on Wednesday April 5, 1916 were
cash was starting to be received and also a motion was approved to officially organize into
a fire company. That night a committee was appointed to construct Constitution and By-
Laws and another to look into fire apparatus. The next meeting, on Friday, April 14,1916,
saw the apparatus committee make it’s report and be discharged and an approved motion
to enroll “members” for the cost of $1 each. 29 men signed-up.



YT sert

=D 77
gt /X;JM, z

re & ]
7 o y
12+ T A, S P R J?’)/:e, P S
= y
il R
- .

% A ///‘ e f*”;.;?f: o i
,J. A‘f’ K.& .-:zfz ) ot s P
f ,{ ‘

j i //x’(f//n?’fm /x AL
(7 T Y

it d}j”4 //1

i &-*5 e At n o
e "/‘f\’.'(' V{M e £ s S B
Lv.r’ Lo i (/ T T ’,?

7

e

Ag(e', £ P

/
Emmil T x‘/;”s-{;w)-t B A AT ‘C/.(! A ,;,.( 4’( eI
. At

r )‘;‘f“m

); .:’5.« ik f At
/im

/Zq ol Jr,rﬂg‘
i"é:r:?i;:-"{;pr.{,,(rn) 2 e «/'L.aﬂ ‘bzf’/{{ g_‘«;»{_’.

P W o
Shere e el j St tegs
Et. z1. e M{~M/f”~oz 2
’ T o il 1
s, = ~

«/l; EE. z’(,/ P R

S

=

Ak

s
Sl
Y "/V.c. G e

fﬂao&( f»g{aw{@A =2 e

g _/'.*"if.ﬁ‘

* -
. Bra bl
e .z'i{/ [ SRS 4

/?@,,
(/}Ed.,

ﬁ‘ PE AL o it

45-:.-\?1 (b 4‘/ f VT et

ﬁ.i.
<5

S

o

,g%}{ % # A g z/":; AL
/i ,.4’ 2rr A f// st it Sl A
& "’f TR o 2ot e"f"“:\ 7 < Hoot i, S g .“4,‘;, =

. 7 ol o V/ci‘n’--t—w f,f.,,,? g ﬁ. e (. Z

rﬁ 'ﬁ{-?‘ - L r_‘_"'f_\m-{:

P

P
CAP 25 aaq :‘ ff i ”; e ;g/ }{y et

w;/
s =
2

P

/34’{;-:’ &::/«:'J;,x’{ s 4/%:}'2&-&’(?:’/(’%':“&

Minutes from our official date
of founding. This is when our
first Officers were elected and
installed into office therefore
making us an officially
recognized business.
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Friday, June 23, 1916

Philadelphia Inquirer

New Jersey Notes

Burlington — — — — Members of the Broad Street
Methodist Sunday School held their annual picnic at ;
Burlington Island Park yesterday, under the direction of the §
superintendent, Willard Condle.

Bridgeboro ———— The newly organized Delran
Fire Company of Bridgeboro, has ordered a new
motor fire engine.

Burlington — —— — Exploding alcohol fumes atthe  §
Burlington Distilling Company plant badly burned J. Walter §
Keneval, the superintendent, about the face and arms.

This is our first
Chief, William

[. Smith who
faithfully served
as head firefighter
from 1916 to 1925
and from 1929 to
1936. He was also
Burlington County’s |
first Fire Marshall. |
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Sunday, April 15, 1917

Special to the
Philadelphia Inquirer

Bridgeboro to Build Firehouse

Bridgeboro, N.J. April 14, 1917
Rather than put their community to the expense of
contributing for a new fire house, members of the Delran
Fire Company have agreed to make the concrete blocks
forit. They have completed several hundred of the blocks.
Efforts will be made by the company to purchase the
property now occupied by the W.C.T.U. Hall.

| As described in a news article,
? our members made the blocks
 for the original fire house

| themselves. Forms or molds

| for the blocks were on loan
 from “Schetler Brothers” who
| had a masonry and supply
 facility across the Rancocas
 Creek from Bridgeboro. They
were loaned thru our first
 Vice-President, W. Howard

| Anderson,
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The Delran Fire Co. No. 1
- ‘ e of BRIDGEBORO, will give a
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> i i i il g SATURDAY EV'G, JUNE 9,17
— . 0 A Z IN THE FIRE HOUSE

To the persen holding the lucky No. drawn
TICKETS, - - =~ - 25 CENTS

Name ..
- Address

Raffle Ticket that was being sold to win a “Ford Touring Car”. Drawing to be held
on Saturday evening, June 9, 1917 at the firehouse site. Remember that construction
of the firehouse was still underway.

This early “Grand Carnival and Fair” was being held on June 5,6,7,8 & 9, 1917 to raise money for the
construction and equipping of our first firechouse. Old information indicated that it was held across
the street from the firehouse lot.



This is the
Bridgeboro Covered
Bridge on fire on
July 5, 1917. This
fire prompted the
firemen to push
ahead faster with
construction of the
firehouse and the
building of our first
fire truck.

i The completed firehouse

as it appeared in late 1917
and early 1918.

Note the swing-open
doors.




Our First Fire Truck. This was a 1909 Simplex Chassis. It
was purchased and fitted out with a chemical body thru
Lester Fortnum’s Garage on Route 25 next to the bridge.

Lester Fortnum’s Service Station on
Route 25. We had an account there
where we could get gasoline at any
time. Lester later sold the station to his
brother-in-law, Lawrence Frech, who
some years later became a President
and Chief of our Company. “Larry”
continued the service we enjoyed after
Lester’s ownership. He also provided
an answering service for fire calls
during the day where he could activate
our siren remotely and talk with the
firehouse directly by a field landline to
give the fire location.




A descriptive page in a book
published for the Burlington County
SRS : ] Firemen’s Association
BELRAN FIRE COMPANY, NO. 1, BRIDGEBORO bl | in 1922. This book showed all of the
firehouses in Burlington County that

Delrax rm Company Mo. 1, af Bridgeboro, wae organiesd March 28, 1818, |

by Even F. Bennery, st Which time the frst meeting was held in Lester Fortoym's B s 3 2
garage, the Company wes corporated Auguat 5, 1816, 1 existed then with an explanation of
& plot ot grownd whs vurshassd for 500, xad Slise were st ance started tor | the assets of each and sometimes

: bullding a home. A building 20 fest by 40 feet made of comcrets blocks, every |
block of which was made by the boys, was the outgrowth of thelr enrly plans. In 1 included Oﬁ:lCCI'S names.

order to meet the cost o! the materiel $800 was borrowed on a mortgsgs, on No-
vember 10, 3918, this ortgage was pald and the Compeny was fres from debt
with s furnished fome, a Simplex Chemical truck, and 600 feet of hose, all of
which represent total ssgets of §5090.

The presest officers of the cmmy are:

Prosideni, €. M. Gaskill; vice president, Howard Anderson: treasirer, W. B,
Newkirk; financial seorstary, G, D. Newkirk: recording secretary, Howard 8. Quigg: B
Chlef, Wm. J. Smith; Foreman, George W, Caldwell; 1st sast. foreman. AL Fenton; . B
2nd asst. foreman, Wm, Fonton: enxingar. Barl Hubbs; 2;& asst. euginesr, Howard i
S. Quigg. 2nd asst. engineer, Raymend Little; trustess, B. H. Wright, Walter [
Southwiek, W. E. Newkirk, ]

The present number of members 15 49,

Ohis will certify that #Gwaera’ 5 Quay amember of the
Fradpesora. - FIFEMENSs déhefm ssociation having fulfilled
all requirements has been elected to life membershi ip in

this cflssociation with all the rights and ;;'mvllegem thereof

Date . #eree 2880 1950




Our “Boys” carrying a huge

American Flag in a parade at Riv-
erside. Possibly after the end of

the First World War which ended

November 11, 1918.

Firemen relaxing after a parade. Check out the early uniforms!

Back Row Left Back Row Right
Casey Stratton, ? , Al Fenton, William Smith, Aubrey Painter, Carlos Fenton, ]. Norman Stokley
Front Front

Harry Hunter or George “Tricky” Smith, —?—, Ed Kreiger, William “Billy” Fenton, Warren “Whitey”
Frech



At a parade in Riverside
possibly at the end of World
War I. Note: The Uniforms
and Hats

Showing off our “New” Truck



Left to Right:
Lester Fortnum, Driver: Warren Frech, W. Howard Anderson, Wm. Fenton, Wm. Smith,

Wm. Woodington

unlr.m. ¥

Sropossl

Copy of the purchase contract
for the 1923 GMC

et &zﬁ wevma: z iﬁﬁ: ¢




Out Front with the “23” GMC

Left to Right:
Aubrey “Brick” Painter, Wm. Smith, -—?—-, Malcolm Anderson Sr., Warren “Whitey” Frech,
John Litle (with broom), Horace Anderson Sr. —-?—-

“Getting ready togotoa parade”

B



This single monument stood in front of the
original firehouse for many years until it was
moved to our “ Veterans Memorial Park”, It
was later moved to the front of the Delran
Municipal Building along with it's companion
monument honoring WWII and Korean
Conflict Veterans when our current Firehouse
was built.

Sunday, October 3, 1920

Special to the
Philadelphia Inquirer

r Unveil Monument

Bridgeboro, N.J. October 2, 1920
This town will be the centre of attraction for the first time in
history for nearly the whole of Burlington County when on
Saturday next, it will unveil a beautiful monument and
bronze tablet in honor of our boys of this place who served
overseas. The tablet, in the shape of an open scroll,
contains the names of all those from this place who fought
for democracy and contains but one gold star, that in
honor of Sergeant Charles Peacock, who fell in the Battle
of Marne, and will be unveiled by Miss Margaret Horner, a
popular six-year-old child of this town. Major Edward B.
Stone, of Burlington, who distinguished himself in the
Argonne and later, upon his return, toured the State for the
benefit of the American Legion with his lecture, “Hours |
Spent in Hell”, will be the principal speaker.




“1928 Hahn Chemical Engine”

i i “"“““T’""' ' INVOICE No.
j 4-00-73
§
P THE HARN MOTOR TRUCK CORPORATION :
: ALLENTOWN, PA. ;
4/20/29
i
SOLD TO Delran Fire Co., F,l,
Iridseboro, X, 4 ounr ORBER NO.
Youn Oroer NO.
DELIVERED TO
VIA
TERMS See ‘:n}_ o OGO RETURNED WeTMouT OUR SETURN FORI WILL NOT #E CREDFTED

1928 Hahn Purchase Contract




’Mn at a parade w1t' he128 Hahn emié kEgme

Left to Right:
Charles Hullings, Royden Woodington, Ed Krieger, Harry Hunter, Al Hullings, W. Howard Anderson




1935 Ford Peter Pirsch

Looking down over Br‘i‘d‘gqeboro jusf after 1935. Can ybu pick out the Fire House?



Our men in their coats with the 1935 Ford.



Plaque Sunday
At Bridgeboro

Delran Fire Company No EM
Bridgeboro, in cooperation ¥
other organizations, will dedi
a service plague in front of
firehouse Sunday in honor

one man who dled
Garth Redman.

‘the plaque “are the Delran churches.

the Women's Auxiliary of the Zwsf ”

' brugg Hospital, the Odd Fellow

| the Red Men. the PTA, Caldwell’s f

Dairy and the Delran Tcwnsnip
Defense Council

The ceremonies will hegm at. 2,
o'clock Sunday, with a parade in

Triple Towns will take part. Music

High School band and the Palmyra
High School Girls’ Drum and Bugle

Corps.

of the American ILegion, will
| the speaker. The invocation will
given by the Rev. Charles E. Jo
and the benedication by the
Gretta B.Decker. The Rev Quen
Ferguson will speak on the Go

preside. d
| The commitfee in charge of the
program is compesed of Edward,
Krieger, Gene Brown, Charles And-
ierson, William Black, Warren Frech,

Dedicate Service

the service men and women of the

Other organizations sponsoring f

which various organizations of the
|will be furished by the Palmyra [

Harry Groome, Past Gmnxzne:aammﬂE

Star soldier, Garth Redman. Sehi}
Superintendent &amnson Bell mﬂf

Howard Quigg and C.W. Risiey.

World War II Service Plaque over the World War I
Monument. At the end of the War, this plaque showed
all of the names of Delran men and women who
fought in World War II.




1 Delran Fire Co.

v No. 1.

THE EMPTY CHAIRS

* When meeting night again rolls
round,
And we swun up our month]y

E”Iztannot, help bt sHed 2" tear, s
" As T behold those empty chairs,

. *The boys who used to sit there
Are our buddles near and dear,

.And now for no reason of their own,
They are scattered far and near.

The boys who helped on the en-
gines,
And those who handled the hose
.Have been sent away to foreign
lands,
To fight against our foes.

They who fought with tooth and

nail
To put out a stubborn fire,
Have cast aside their coats and

boots,
%&nd donn qg_gtgh' ttle gttire.

Those boysf“‘are fighiing Wity al

: they've got,
“"On foot, in tanks, on-ships and
: planes;
Glving their limbs, their lives and
hearts,

* To make those steady and hard
earned gains.

And when the days carnage s over,
When they have a few seconds
alone;
They sit and write apd hope and
g pray,
As they think of their loved ones
at home.

Whﬂe those boys are fighting in

. i mud and rain,

i Qn thes other side of the pond,

“We sit baeck in our nice warm room
And fight about buying a Bond.

Let's get behind them and- give
-, « that push,

«i'That will wind up- ,this rotten
,é\ affair,

Let's buy that Bond and help those
* boys,

ho sat in those empty chairs.

ngds help the war soon will
1 se boys will be home to

Tiope and pray that some
%ie can say,

chairs were not empty in
~— WILLIAM KAIN.

X A Ak k_¥

The Aircraft Warning Service Observation Tower.
(Now a parking lot for the Knights of Columbus on
Bridgeboro Street) Built in the beginning of WWII
(1942) and taken down at the end of the War (1945).
Our men volunteered to stand watch here as well as
in the firehouse to keep an eye out for enemy planes,
boats on the creek and saboteurs.

Firehouse in 1941 before we entered World War II. Note the siren
mounted on the roof.



Some of our men with
our new 1948 Peter
Pirsch Pumper

Left to Right

Carl R. “Toby “ Wells,
—~?¢??—-, Paul Denneler
Sr., Jimmy Wilkins, Carl
Kendall, Clifford “Pete”
Litle

Our in-house steeplejack, William Gennett,
“Up the Pole” He would paint the flagpole in
return for having his annual dues paid.



1948 Peter Pirsch Pumper

Our 1948 Pirsch at an Atlantic City parade, Septelhber 18, 1954,




1948 Pirsch Purchase Contract

Revised Contract

- Contract

i
&
ie

4
THIS AGREEMENT, made in duplicate by and between PETER PIRSCH & SONS CO., of Kenosha, Wis,, first party, and

The.. Delran Fire Go,do, 1, Bridgeboro, il.J.
By its authorized representatives, second party

WITNESSETH:
FIRST: The said first party hereby agrees to furnish the apparatus and equipment according to the specifications hereto attached and
made a part of this contract, and to deliver the same as hereinafter provided.

.. SECOND: The first party guarantees that all material and workmauship in and about said apparatus and equipment shall comply with
said specifications, and will replace free of charge atits factory any part found within one year to be d:lictive in workmanship or material. This
applies to all parts of said a;@panml manufactured by said first party. On rubber tires, magnetos, batteries, self starters and other accessories
purchased from other manufacturers the guarantee of such mancfacturers will apply.

THIRD: The said apparatus and equipment shall be delivered to a transportation company 2t Kenosha, Wis,, within about.coow

18-24 months o

afigr the receipt and acceptance of this contract at the first party’s office at Kenosha, Wis,, delays due to strikes, {ailures to obtain cars, ma-
tetials, or other causes beyond its control not preventing, and shall be delivered 1o said party of the second part . o, b. cars at

s e i Bridgeboro, .. ol
' 'FOURTH: Any demonstrations shall be held ts be made solely by and under authority and direction of said party of the second part.
FIFTH: The second party hereby purchases and agrees to pay for said apparatus and equipment, the sum S o B

{ Thousand Seven Hundred Forty-Bight snd no/00 = = = - = = —Doian(s.7748.00
§ paysble in cash, within 10 days after arrival at destination LIC LUCINZ trade-in of Lahn Apparatus

after delivery and acceptance, A cash disecount of $152,58
gan be dednucted

»

3 \' : Interest at six per cent per annum, payment semi-anpually, shall be paid upon sll deferred or past due payments, such deferred payments
0 be evidenced by negotiable paper. Any payments not made in cash within 30 days after date of invoice shnfl be considered deferred payments
bearing intereat as herein stated.

i BIXTH: In case the second party desires to test the said apparatus before p&tgxﬂ is made such test shall be made within ten (10) days
 after arrival at destination, 4nd a writtea report of such test forthwith delivered to the first party as its principal office at Kenosha, Wis, 0o

such test be made, or if no such report be made by the second party within ten (10) days after arrival, then said apparatus and equipment shall
be considered as folly complying with contract and specifications. .~ : .

: ~ BEVENTH: Itisagreed that any and all apparatus and eqeipment covered by this contract shall remain the erty of the first party
1 Gt i eniive puiriSane phice Aheceol 45 a6y, uiten; wAFantY, Gestable paper, obfgatons, o securiies iven Mberctor oF o8 wvidiesss Tl
§ are iwﬂ%y Lin cash. [f more _ﬂmzﬂaeg ce of apparatus is covered by this contract, then each piece shall remain the property of the first

~ party until the purchase price for such piece has beea actually paid in cash. In case of any default in psyment the first said party may take full
éﬂw

& possession of the apparatus and equipment, or of the piece or pieces upon which default has been made, and any payments that have been made
. shall ba appiied as reat in full _fo:q &gﬂa of the apparatus and cquipment up to date of taking possession. o

. EIGHTH: When requested by the first party, the second party is to furnish first party a satisfactory opinion of the city or town attorney
441658 poe: of the ssonle\Rliey o ks e Gowioact, dail aleg that G hotca o Warsath if auy; to be ives under the tetms sl conditions

 of said contract are valid, legal and enforceable cbligations of the municipality.

. This contract to be hinding must be signed and approyed by a member of the firm of Peter Pirsch & Sons Co., or some one anthorized to

_sign. 'This contract and specifications 1ake precedence over all previous ;s:gotiniom and o representations are considered as eatering into this
contract except such as are contained herein or in the specifications attached hereto,

: The prices bid herein do not include any Federal, State or Local sales tax, duties, i ts, revenues, excise or other taxes which may here-
after be imposed by Congress ot otherwise and made applicable to the product or material covered by this p posal. Therefor should anything
of this character or nature be later imposed and become applicable, same will be in addition to the price named m this proposal or contract price
and cash payment of same shall be made immediately by purchaser, ;

IN WITNESS WHEREOF. ' The said parties have caused these presents to be executed and the second party bas caused its corporate

n;ll to be hereunto affixed, and attested by its lﬁthorizad representatives, on this lﬁth
diyat. Fohrusry , 1948,

First Party

‘/9 . _ Second Party

éjizgfﬁ ,/ééﬁ@éﬁgiézagﬁﬁl.
Zﬁ;@?iﬁ4;4QW ;%9/; /~
) piran |




Firehouse circa 1956-57



PROPOSAL

For Furnishing

FIRE DEPARTMENT: - APPARATUS

duly 21, 19.80

A

To_Delran Voluntesr Fire Commanvy
2ridraborn
tiem Jorgev

dtt: Y, Donald Andepsen, Seeratapr

Gentlemen:
* We hereby propose to furnish, after your acceptance, approval and proper execution of the accompanying Cnn—
"tract, Fire Apparatus as follows:

Dne "Great Bagterm™ Deluxe 'oial Trinle Com rhination 500-231Ton

; .'P;gms-na mrine, *np’a*ﬁ‘znﬂ Hala ThreaStarne ("Srﬁ;né-f'n*p" ™ yig P}?w
a’}q?} f:)f's‘f),.mg]"n{ﬂ Rano l-r.x'ga ?nhff g(}&qt qw91 1“_ 4 aﬂ’?“n 5}%”{ -3 AT

~hasae qm? 811 othep anuipment in accordance with detasled
snenif Jcﬂt‘wmq R't“qr"-;a Top wnh}"iﬁ“on on "'mzoir Thagaia

&
"
3

fo be furnished and delivered Hv cnstomer 1o Qur n’mn*

This ie the new 2-7ka~a Carhinstion Undepenitaps 'U'x**‘»rfr*nv@ﬁ'.‘r ‘
_Inluma and Uich Precanres. WM gith a1 fioati gng Pop nuymnine
un te BO0-1hg, nreasure, b R R e et

as per specifications attached herewith, F.O.B. Bridgebonro, Hew Jersewr Fo: the sum of

3ix thousand fone hundred eichiy gevan and 50/100penss (5 6.48

i x

(I stendard modal iz desived. dadnet ®172,.50 f’rmﬁ the s‘wov?-nrécﬂ,?.

: ! Net Bid (4
Terms of payment as follows: 0 ho aprenrad, Mﬂ & W ‘ ey
tr & A, - 1 9.00
'Shi'pmcn; of Apparatus to be made within about 5 = 7 weokg after our acceptance of

signed contract, and delivery of truck chassis, except for delays due to causes ‘beyond our control

The specifications attached hereto form a part of this proposal and contrace and are subject to changes desired by the purchaier, provided such
alcerations are intectined prior 1o the signing of these papers ind do not materially affect the cost of - the copstruction of rhe appua:m

Respecrfully {tﬁmtted
o .-». P

1950 Ford Great Eastern Purchase Contract
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LADIES AUXILIARY
OF THE

S
{

¥

This plaque or a similar one
adorned all of early fire trucks.
We will always be indebted
to our Ladies Auxiliary for all
their assistance with equipping
our trucks and helping us pay
our bills.

Laurel Run was dammed where it ran under Bridgeboro-Moorestown Road and here at Creek Road by our

firemen. Prior to the installation of fire hydrants in the late 1960s, these ponds were created and needed to

establish a drafting point for water supply.



Ladies Auxiliary in Parade Uniforms
Left to Right Back Row

Norma Stokley Hullings, Edith Richardson Wells, Angela “Angie” Brandolini, Carolyn Newkirk Quinn,
Lorraine Hubbs Matlack, Lois Yerkes McCurdy, Virginia Hubbs Frech, Betty Jobes,

Bessie Austin Anderson.
Left to Right Front Row

Gloria Karn Vogt, Evelyn Southwick, Ruth Moreland Barton, Lois Stokley Woesner, Dorothy Warden Ely,
Charlotte Ney Litle, Jane John, Bernice Tule, Alice Miller Anderson, Helen Stokley, Audrey Grob

Ladies Auxiliary Members with Banner
Left to Right

Elizabeth Krieger , Annie Hunter, Lavinia
Denneler, Nettie Smith, Lottie Bomboy




Members of the Ladies Auxiliary of
Deh'a.n Fire Company,‘ No. 1, Bridge
"boro, ‘met’ last’ Thursdafy evezﬁn‘g‘
the " firehiouse-*at’ wh‘lc}’i time" plansf
were made Tor the - xcn“ic o' be "held
Wednesday, July' 31, at” sSurf’ City.
’rheir will' leave the fire’ hguse at 9
o
‘ THe ladies are screening the win-
dows of the fire house and'it is hoped
that the work will be finished by the:
next meeting, Two' ‘new. gas: stové‘s'
are also being installed: ™ =

Installation of offiders wafs held at
the meeting as follows: Lavinia Den-
 neler, ~ president; -El;;.abetsh Kreiger,
L vice' presldmﬁ' Fortnum!: treas {
Lurer; Naomi Merrill, secretary, Dolly |
Marshall, recording secretary; Helen
Hu;llings, Elva Heaton and Alice An-|
‘derson, trusbees" Lizzie  Tracy aﬁdg |
‘Anna ‘Hunter; Hower’ cammiﬁcee aud
Nan' Hui!ings, publieity. -
‘‘‘‘‘ "Three ' new members were electnd
for” membership they are Stella Ken-
dall, Anng Hullings-and “Doris ‘Brown. [§
A poem about' the pienic by onelf
j{1‘); the members was m'itten. Here'it

Lets have a picnic the President said
'We'll paint the town of Surf City red
"The 'Smiths; ‘the Jones, ‘the Blaokq:.

tlie Browns'
And most all the ladies of the .,uwn.

“The Fairview ladies we will also take‘
'I'hey always bri ng the ice. cream andi
= -cake’ nrns i |
In Kauderers bus we leave at half

! past eight

Wednesday, Juiy 3151; is the date,

Now after a year of absence passes 0}
}In. wretchedness and pain/ = -
‘We hope to find the Smith house
Ail calm and. bright agaln. ;

’Dinner at the shore

Who would want more

Corn on the ear, it"wasn't very dear
Ask the ladies who went iast; year.

A doggle roast on the beach

Plenty for all within their reach

Mustard galore, some eat one, some
eat more ;

Sitting- ory that old Atlantxc Shore.

And yet the day will be all too short
As we depa.rt fOr the Brldgeboro Port

i

Mew Jarssy

1317 FAIRVIEW STREET
HObart 10108 — 2671

PLUMBING ond HEATING

CHARLES OLGIAT, JR.

ROAST BEEF SUPPER

FAMILY STYLE

DELRAN FIRE COMPANY NO. 1
Bridgeboro, N. J.

Saturday, November 5, 1960

SUPPER SERVED 4 to 8 P.M.
at the
Bridgeboro Fire House

The Ladies took the Kauderer Bus Line for a picnic at the
Smith’s home in Surf City.



Ladies at.the S.mith’s Housé ih Surf City. The Lester Fortnum panel truck
was used to carry all of the provisions for the picnic and day at the beach
they had planned.




More fun at the Smith’s at the shore.

Chlcken ‘Sup]

GIVF"S BY
Be!rrm Fn—v Company, No. 1
: Bridgeboro, M. J

Supper Served 5 15 8-3(}
(Inefudmg Dﬁmrf‘)




Left to Right

Charles Anderson, Horace Anderson Sr., Earl Bird, Al Hullings, Chauncy Smith, Royden
Woodington, Earl Hullings, Warren Frech

Left to .ht - Standin. .

Horace Caldwell, Charles Hullings, Wm. “Billy” Fenton, Clifford “Pete” Litle, George “Tricky”
Smith, Carl “Toby” Wells, Lester Hubbs, Charles Anderson. Horace Anderson Sr., Ed Krieger,
Gene Brown, ]. Norman Stokley, James Hutchinson, Warren “Whitey” Frech.

Left to Right - Front Row

Benjamin Keys, Marshall “Rusty” Wells, Donald Horner, Earl Hullings, Marvin Frech, Chauncy
Smith, Aubrey Painter Jr., Clarence Jones



Left to Right - Back Row

Horace Caldwell, Charles Hullings, Wm. Penton Earl Bird, Lesta Hubba, —?—, Warren Fmrech, Charles Anderson,
Horace Anderson Sr. Gene Brown, Ed Krieger, Aubrey Painter Jr., J. Norman Stokley, Jim Hutchinson, Clifford Litle

Left to Right - Front Row
Carl Wells, Marshall Wells, Donald Horner, Earl Hullings, Marvin Frech, Chauncy Smith, Clarence Jones

Left to Right - Back Row
Carl “Toby” Wells, Earl Hullmgs Donald H Ande1son Ed I\uegel ]un Hutchmson Paul Candy Kendall,
Warren “Whitey” Frech, Horace Anderson Sr., Donald Horner, Virgil Porter, Charles Hullings, —-¢¢—-.
Left to Right - Front Row

Ben Keys, Marshall “Rusty” Wells, Clarence Jones, Marvin Frech, George “Tricky” Smith, Lester Hubbs



Left to Right Back Row
Gene Brown, Benjamin Keys, Warren “Whitey” Frech, Charles Anderson

Left to Right Third Row
Walter Southwick, Paul Denneler, Charles Heuings, Carl Kendall, Sam DeCou,
John Hutchinson, Calvin Faunce, Ed Krieger, William Kain, Al Heulings,Harry Hutchinson,
William Fenton, Aronson Bell

Left to Right Seated
Carl “Toby” Wells, Horace Anderson Sr., George “Tricky” Smith,
Lester Hubbs, Earl Hullings, Cyril “Bill” Risley

Left to Right Seated on Floor
James Hutchinson,Sam Trout, Lester “Lightning” Fortnum Jr.,
Marshall “Rusty” Wells, Marvin Frech, Samuel Anderson Jr.

The Service Flag: This flag and the blue star indicated that 26 of the men from the Fire Company were fighting in
World War 1. The gold star above the blue star shows that the Fire Copany had lost one of it's members in battle.
(Charles Peacock died in France)

Members at a fire company picnic
at Heulings “Jake” Gaskill's Lake in
Medford.

Left: Frank Kohler and on the right
with a hat is Carl Kendall. Girls on
bench ?7???

More picnic fun. Left, Larry Jobes, Bill Kain,
Harry Dingas, Charles Anderson




Our first “Brush Truck”,
a 1942 Dodge, at the
Memorial Day Parade in
. Riverside.

In the early 1950s, there were escalating amounts of field and brush fires we were having. On March 9,
1953, member, Ed Miller presented an idea to the company to purchase a War Surplus “Weapons Carri-
er” and outfit it for fighting those particular types of fires. Then, after almost two years of considering the
idea, a special meeting was held on December 27, 1954 and the company decided to buy what would be
our first “Brush Truck” from a dealer in northern New Jersey for $400. After we brought the truck home,
it was outfitted for it’s job by DeCou’s Auto Body Shop, a local business in Bridgeboro. This truck did its
job well for many years however, the company decided to replace it and on July 12, 1965 we decided to
receive bids for its sale. We received one bid on August 9, 1965 from Marlton Fire Company and it was
sold. (Bid $751.85) ;

Our “Old Dodge” with
our small rescue boat
mounted and ready for
service.We received this
boat as a donation from
the local Lions Club on
August 9, 1954.




-To Present Emldmg

To better house present firefight-
ing equipment and provide space
for future apparatus, the Bridge-
boro Fire Campany, for the pa%X
several months, has been construct-
ing an addition to its existing fire
house. -

A building commzt.tee under the
direction of Horace Anderson, local
contractor, has been leading a group
of members on weekends and nights,
to complete the construetion. Other
members of the committee are
Charles Anderson, Clifford Litle and
Lester Hubbs.

The new addition, when comple-
ted, will also offer better facilities
for the unit’s turkey snppers, which

90 feet. No special v
pated to belp defra ,
Bridgebom residents have been ask»«

Construction of our largest firehouse addition in 1956-1957. From left:
Tommy Miller (Young Man), Horace Anderson Sr. (Back to camera),
C. Kenneth Anderson, Charles Anderson, August Leusner

Our new addition completed. Note: In 1925, the two story addition was added to
the rear of the original firehouse. (From the door on the side to the rear)



Workers installing brick veneer on the front of the completed addition and the
original firehouse. The man on the ground is the contractor, Mr. John Repece.

One of our members admiring the work being done.



Members installi lon heating oil tank near the rear overhead door.
Left: Horace McCurdy, (Behind Horace), Clifford “Pete” Litle, Ed Lamb, (-¢-)

S

o

Putting the tank in the hole. From the left: Ed Lamb, Horace McCurdy,
Horace Anderson Sr., “Pete” Litle (seated), Ronald Hubbs, Lester Hubbs.

Adding the final touched of tar to preserve the tank.
From Left: C. Kenneth Anderson, J. Norman Stokley,
Clifford “Pete” Litle, Edward Lamb, Lester Hubbs, Ronald
Hubbs and Horace McCurdy



“Judy” broke out of her corral on
Smith Street and ran into a partially
frozen Rancocas Creek tidal marsh
across from Pancoast Boulevard. She
sank into the mud and needed to be
rescued. Members from Delran Fire
Co. No.1 were there to help.

® Our members were able to lay Judy down on a
| piece of plywood in order to drag her to shore
| where the ground was more stable.

Members dragged her to safety using our 1942
Dodge 4WD Brush Truck. She was taken back to her
corral and the warmth of a garage where she met Dr.
Laslocky, who recommended standing her up or she
would die. The “Pancoast Boys” did just that and she
lived a long and happy life.




INVOICE

e  No. 8034

Firg Mpparatus
Spangler Conversions i ¥ z
Spaciel Bowies HAHN MOTORS, INC. 803
HAMBURG, PA. DATE 8;’13/6?
SHIP TO
SOLD TO . Delrun Fire Conmpany .

Eridgebore, New Jersey

CUSTOMER § ORDER NO. | DATE SHIFPED GUR ORDER MO SHIPPED Vik TERMS SATESMAN
B | S DESCERIPTION UNIT PRICE AMGUNT
3 750 GPM Triple Combinatien Pumper, Hahn Model H7-p£2 11,960
Mount twe Roto-Beam lights furnished by cusiomer _ 20

11,980] 0

Purchase Contract Invoice for our 1962 Hahn

1962 Hahn in front of the Firehouse




“The Barn Arts Center” was on Conrow Road where
the current Montessori School is located. Our members
parked cars at venues held there to raise money

to support the Fire Company budget.

Our men at the Fox Theater fire
in Riverside circa 1964. Left:
Bill Keyes, Carl “Toby” Wells,
William “Popeye” Reed,
Donald V. Anderson



This early building, once rented to Lester S. Fortnum as a bicycle shop, was
owned by Arthur Langin who sold it to the Improved Order of Red Men,
a fraternal group. At our monthly meeting on October 14, 1963 the Fire
Company approved a motion to proceed with the purchase of the property
from the “Red Men”. After acquiring the building and land for $3000, we
proceeded to sell the building to our neighbor, Abrasive Alloys, who moved
it to their site behind the firehouse on Rancocas Street.

Our former firehouse about 1972. Note the siren at the rear of the building.



It took about two years to repurpose the property where Arthur Langin’s building stood. We
turned this site into a “Memorial Park” We moved the WWI monument from the front of the
firehouse, received a second monument dedicated to Delran citizens who fought in WWII and the

Korean Conflict and moved our tall flagpole there. This is
dedication day and below are the results of our money and efforts spent.




This boat was purchased and furnished for the Fi’re‘CompaJ.ly‘ by the Ladies Auxiliary in the mid 1960s.
It was painted and lettered by DeCou’s Auto Body Shop.

This 1964 Ford Boyertown Body Van was purchased used. At a special meeting on August 29, 1969, $1095 was ap-
proved to spend to buy it. It proved to be exceptionally useful serving as a Cascade Truck with a six bottle air system
and plenty of other space for utility equipment that we could not fit on our pumpers. At the time, this was one of
only a very few mobile cascade systems in Burlington County. It was painted by DeCou’s Auto Body and lettered by
Rudy’s Signs, both of Bridgeboro.



Our 1965 Dodge Power Wagon Brush Truck was bought as a “Cowl and Chassis™ unit from Reedmen Corporation of
Langhorne, Pa. for $3204.80. It was fitted out by DeCou’s Body Shop of Bridgeboro. The total cost was $8035.73 less
the money we received from the sale of the 1942 Dodge Brush Truck ($751.85) came to $7283.88.

1968 Mack CF-600 Pumper. This style cab was introduced in late 1967. We were one of the earliest purchasers. This
truck was a very dependable asset to the Fire Company. It was our first truck to have jump seats where firefighters
could don their SCBAs enroute to a call while safely seated. Although gasoline powered, it had a 1000 GPM pump and
a 500 gallon water tank. We paid $31,146.25 cash and was delivered November 6,1968



. Donald H. Anderson presenting a
Resolution on behalf of the Fire Company
to (left) William Smith and (center) Samuel
DeCou Sr. for having an extension of the
emergency firehouse phone in their homes
to answer emergencies and respond to the
firehouse to activate the siren. This was
prior to having emergency dispatchers
answer the calls.

& Our members marching in the
Riverside
Memorial Day Parade.

3

1971 Mack CF-600 Pumper. This
was the first vehicle that was
purchased for our company by the
Fire District which was started in [
1969. This, our second unit with
jump seats for firefighters to don
their air packs on the way to the
call, was mostly used as our first
out pumper. It had a 1000 GPM
pump and 500 gallon water tank.
Also, it was our first diesel engine
unit and last bought with standard
shift transmission. When we
switched to having white tops, this|§
was the first truck top repainted.
When purchased, we sold our
1950 Ford to Mack for $2000.




1967 American La France 100 foot ladder. Our officers and members saw the need
for a ladder as Delran was building up with taller buildings and safety was another strong
consideration. After researching our needs, it was thought that we should
purchase a used ladder rather than buy new since this would be our first ladder

purchase. We bought this from Abington Fire Company of Pennsylvania.

Some members of our “Truck” Committee and our five Fire Commissioners in
front of the 1967 American La France Ladder just received from Abington E.C.
(L to R) Bud Bennett, Forman Shemeley Jr., William Horner Jr.,

Chief Donald V. Anderson, Carl Wells, Richard Gilbert, Mal Anderson, Wes
Espenschied and Joe Bennett



The meeting room on the second floor of our first
firchouse. This room also served as a Delran Township
Committee’s official meeting place until the dedication
of a new municipal building on Chester Avenue took
place on May 8, 1967.

Our “Tower” for training and hose drying was constructed by
our members. A majority of the work was performed by Ron
Hubbs who designed the tower and Joe Bennett who was our
Chief at the time circa 1975. Note the later picture showing the
siren pole and the fuel pump house. We installed a diesel fuel
tank and pump when it became apparent that the switch to
diesel apparatus power was becoming the standard.

Chief Engineer Paul Hullings sending out a
radio message to one of our trucks from the base
station at the firehouse.



1982 Mack CF-600 1000 GPM Pump, 1000 Gallon Water Tank and a 300 horsepower
Maxi-Dyne diesel engine. This was a longer wheel base truck due to having the
larger water tank. It also carried no hard suctions and had
ground ladders mounted on both sides of the truck.

1988 Mack CF-600 1000 GPM pump, 1000 Gallon Water Tank and a 300 horsepower
Maxi-Dyne diesel engine. This was also a longer wheel base truck due to having the larger 1000 gallon tank.
We did carry hard suctions on this truck.



1986 Chevrolet (Grumman) Rescue and Equipment Van. It had a diesel engine,
automatic transmission and was equipped with a six bottle,
6000 psi cascade system.

The “Van” replacement committee charged with coming up with specifications for
replacement of our 1964 Ford Van. (Left to Right Standing) Joe Lehmann,
Tony Quaciari, Marc Taylor, Dottie Bennett, Paul Hullings.

( Left to Right Kneeling) Dick Donovan, Dan Paolini,

Paul Matlack, John Martino.
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Our Newest Firehouse —- Built in 1990 by D’Andrea
Construction of Berlin, New Jersey. There was a Bond
Issue approved for this project at a cost of $1,200,000.
The construction bid was $802,000 while the remainder
included architect fees and other engineering, bonding and
administrative costs. It was dedicated in the spring of 1991.

Our Firehouse as it looks in 2016. An aerial view of our firehouse.



1994 Sutphen 100 Foot Tower
Ladder. Thisis our first Tower
Ladder. It replaced the 1967
American La France 100 foot
ladder that we bought from
Abington Fire Company.

2002 Ford Brush Truck with a diesel
engine, automatic transmission, 4WD, 165
GPM Pump, 300 gallon tank, front and
back winches and built to similar
specifications that resembled New Jersey
Forestry Service vehicles.

1997 Peirce “Dash” Pumper. 1500
GPM Pump, 1000 Gallon Water
Tank. This truck replaced our 1982
Mack Pumper.




2012 Peirce “Arrow XT” Pumper. 2000 GPM Pump,. 1000 Gallon Water Tank.
This truck replaced our 1988 Mack which was sold to Lake Harmony Fire Company of Pennsylvania on
August 28, 2012 for a bid price of $ 9,017.17

1986 Chevrolet Van.






This book was compiled by Mal Anderson with photos
and research from his collection and
fire company archives.





