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富HE H|STORY OF DELRÅN FエRE COMPÅNY NUMBER　|

工NCORPORA甲田D AUGUS冒　8, |9|6

Dedicated to our founding fathers and those who have served

and have been cal|ed to GODIs duty.

工N冒RODUCT工ON

甲his is not a comp|ete history of Delran Fire company N〇・ lI

mere|y an effort to record the facts surrounding our organization

from it’s birth to the present day. Our history will c○ntinue

to grow as the years∴PaSS behind us. One thing that is near im-

POSSib|e to record is a　|ist of names of a|l the dedicated men

and women′　PaSt and present, Who have helped us grow over the

years through their untiring work. Were it not for their sense

Of pride in　亡he cormunity and their desire to help prevent loss

Of　|ife or property by fire to their fellow man, We WOuld not

have the fine organization we now have.

********************

MO富田○

’’ wHEN DUTY CÅエLS,口重S OURS TO OBEY　"

********★***********

OFF工CERS

CH工臼田S

1916/1925　Wil|iam J. Smith

|926/|927　wil|iam Landis

PRES工DENTS

1916/|917 J. Norman Spawn

1918/1919　Howard Anderson



CH工EFS

1928　　　　　　Earl Hubbs

|929/|936　Wi||iam J. Smith

1937/1940　Charles　Ånderson

|94|/|943　Lester Hubbs

|944/|945　HOraCe Anderson Sr.

1946　　　　　　Warren Frech

|947　　　　　　Jim Hutchinson

|948　　　　　Ear|　Hu||ings

|949　　　　　　Pau|　Denn|er Sr.

|950　　　　　　Lawrence Frech

1951　　　　　Frederick VanSciver

|952　　　　　　Car|　Wel⊥s

|953　　　　　　Paul Gaskill

|954　　　　　August Leusner

|955　　　　　　DOna|d H. Anderson

|956　　　　　Car|ton Ely

|957　　　　　　William Kain

19う8　　　　　　1ew土s Ma土工ack

1959　　　　　Horace McCurdy

1960　　　　　　Ed Miller

|96|申　　　　　C. K. Anderson

|962　　　　　　Char|es John

1963/|964　Wesley Espenscheid

|965/|966　Aubrey Turner

|967/|968　FOrman Sheme|ey Jr・

PRES工DEN冒S

1920/192|　Royden W○○dington

|922　　　　　　Ro|and Haines

1923/1925　Clarence Gaskill

|926　　　　　　William Landis

1927　　　　　　Howard Anderson

1928/1936　Clarence Gaskill

1937/|939　Howard Quigg

1940/|943　Clifford Litle

|944/|945　Lester Hubbs

1946　　　　　　Char|es　Ånderson

|947/1948　Howard Anderson

|949　　　　　Car|ton E|y

1950　　　　　Carl Wel土s

1951/1954　Lawrence Frech

1955　　　　　　Car|　We||s

1956/1961　Dona|d草. Anderson

1962

1963

1964

1965/1967

1968/1969

1970

1971

1972

C. K. Anderson

Lester Hubbs

Fred Neuman

Wesley Espenscheid

Joseph Leusner

Edward Orfe

Joseph Leusner

Donald V. Anderson

|973/　　　Wayne Wm・ Smith



CH工EFS

1969/1970　Ronald Hubbs

|97⊥/1972　Horace Anderson Jr.

1973/1975∴Joseph Bemett

From the first page of minutes book of Delran Fire Company N0. l

Bridgeboro, N.J.

March　28, 1916

A pub|ic meeting of a number of citizens of De|ran　曹OWnShip

met at Lester Fortnum’s Garage to consider firefighting.

George Friday was elected chairman and W. E. Newkirk, Secretary.

Moved and seconded that a cormittee be appointed to canvas the

Township・ Motion carried and cormittee appointed, Wm. Smith,

W・ E. Newkirk, Lester Fortnum, G. Zeigler, Wm. Landis, Earl Hubbs,

Frank Fenton, Frank King, Ed Mason, John Mitchel|, Clarence Gaski|l,

Addeson Kendal|. Moved and seconded that Wm. Smith act as treasurer-

motion carried. Moved and seconded that we adゴOurn and meet wed-

nesday Apri|　5　at　8　o’c|ock at Fortnum’s Garage. Motion carried

W. E. Newkirk, Secretary



For a few years∴PreCeding　|916　this∴town was the scene of several

bad fires which resu|ted in considerab|e property　|oss. This was due

to the fact that was no fire company with the equipment and trained

men to fight　亡hem′　SO a grOuP 。f citizens decided t0　Organi2e a fire

COmPany.甲hey he|d severa|　meetings in various p|aces such as Fortnum’s

Garage,工SaaC Brown’s store, and the old WC冒U Hall and appointed

George Friday as the first chairman, Wm. J. Smith as treasurer, and

W. E・ Newkirk as secretary. Apri|　5′　|916　they were organized and

elected Wm・ J. Smith as chief and J. N. Spawn as president.冒hey

incorporated on August　8, 1916.

On September　27′ 19|6　our first Chicken Supper was held at a charge

Of　35牛　per ticket. With the profit from the first supper and donations

from the people of the town our first piece of equipment was purchased.

曹his being a Simplex Chassis from phi|ade|phia and a chemica|　tank

unit from Ward LaFrance Company. The chemica|　tank units and chassis

Were built into a fire engine through the combined efforts of Fortnum-s

Garage and George Heaton-s Blacksmith Shop. When it was finished it

WaS housed in Fortnumls Garage unti|　the original fire house was

built. We still have two charter members left from those days Iong

ago, name|y, Joseph Friday and Conrad Friday. Finances for the com-

Pany Started with the Chicken Supper that he|ped finance our first

Piece of equipment. The drive to raise money for the company didn-t

end there though. For along with the apparatus it was recognized

that a building would be needed to house it in.工n Ju|y of 1917　a

Carniva| was held and a Ford car was raffled off for a net profit of

? 484.80. The fo||owing∴year anOther carniva| was he|d that took in



SOmeWhat less, nOt bad for those days, though. Getting back to the

bui|ding itself′　a C○rmittee was appointed on Åpri|　28I　|9|6　c○nsisting

of Wm. J. Smith, Frank Fenton, Walt Southwick, Dan Haines, and Howard

Anderson. Since the WCTU Ha11 was being used for a meeting place at

times, it was fe|t the the company should try to buy it. However,

before the WC曹U peop|e cou|d make up their minds on the matter the

C○mPany decided to aquire land and build it’s own bui|ding. The

Original building was started on land donated by　工SaaC Brown and

another　|ot bought from Wm. Smith in July of　|9|7・冒he members did

most of the work on the bui|ding themse|ves・ The men handmade the

building b|ocks fo薯　the original building. The estimated c○st for the

building before construction was ? 269.OO, the approximate cost when

finished was ? 2OOO.OO. About the time the bui|ding started the com-

Pany reCieved a donation from Wm. Brama|l.甲he gift was a tower he

had on his　|and that we could move to our own site and install a fire

a|arm on it. Wm. Brama|l was made a　|ife member of the company for his

gift, he was the first　|ife member of this company・甲he tower is stil|

located behind the fire house where it has seen many years of service

drying hose and supporting our siren and bell. However′　the first fire

a|arm we had was an iron ring from a train engine whee|　that hung in

the tower.工t was sounded by striking it with a harmer that lay on

the ground beside it. Work continued on the fire house for the rest

Of the year. The first meeting in the new fire house was on January

13, 1918　at which time a presentation was made to us from Union Fire

Company of Mt・ Ho||y. The gift was a bel|　to be used in our tower′　the

same bell that had given them many years of service. To my knowledge



this is the same bell that now hangs in the same tower. The fire

house was the scene of continua| improvements through out the years.

SuppersI Carniva|sI minstre|s′　and other sources of fund raising

Were held to help pay off debts and maintain the fire company.

Around the mid 1950-s it was decided to enlarge the original fire

house. More land was bought from Wm. Smith and the newer part of the

fire house was added on. Not on|y did this a||ow more r0Om for the

equipment which was cramped for space but gave us more room in which

to hold functions.甲he addition was designed by Horace Anderson Sr.

and most of the work was done by the membership, just as the original

building was done・ Around 1965　the old Redmanis Ha|1 was bought so

we would have more land. The o|d Hal|　was re|ocated to　Åbrasive Alloy,

the foundry・ The RedmanIs　|ot was landscaped and made into a park・

We moved the memorial stones to this area as we|1 as the f|ag po|e′

in 1965　this area was dedicated as the Veterans Memorial Park.甲he

newest addition to the fire company grounds is the multi-　PurPOSe

training tower designed and bui|t by Ron Hubbs with he|p from the

membership. This is the largest tower of itIs type in the county and

has been used by other fire c○mpanies to train their men in multi-

story structure fires as well as∴Simulated smoke drills for attack

WOrk as well as rescue with Scott air packs.曹his tower also allows

us to hang our hose to dry in an enclosure rather than in the o|d

tower exposed to the e|ements as in the past.

Our first fire was on Hartford Road, Trump-s Farm, On January 18,

|9|7　at　|2:35　am. Ås of December　|974　we have answered　2415　cal|s.

エn　|974　we had　|52　fires, that is the largest amount of alarms we



have ever had in single year.冒hrough the years not all of those

cal⊥s were for fires but we are always ready to help in any emer-

gency.工n recal|ing some of those a|armsI Without going into details′

there were;

Bridgeboro Bridge　7/5/17, house owned by Harry Wilson located

On the Cirrincione Property　8/17/|7, Ben Funk’s barn　8/4/2|,

Cap-t Moore-s boat　4/20/23, Jim Mitche||’s barn and chicken

house　4/lO/24, Adam's wharf a rum barge 10/2/25, forest fire

at camp ockanikon　5/20/30, Jim Mitchell葛s barn　2/12/23, Bridgeboro

Foundry　3/|5/4l, Ca||ed to wash wine off the highway after a

tank truck had upset　4/2/43, Ca|1ed to get a horse out of a we||

at Howard Winner's farm　4/26/43, On the foggy morning of 11/6/43

we were cal|ed for a serious accident at the corner of Rt. 25

(Rt. 130) and Riverside Road.工nvo|ved in the accident were　2

CarS, tWO trailer trucks, and our Hahn fire truck. One of the

truck drivers was killed′　nOt OurS. On　|l/10/44　we were called

to help the State Police capture a∴Prisoner that had escaped

their custody, Called to Rope Works in Beverly 12/23/45・

工n the ear|y years we were cal|ed to quite a few fires that were out

Of our township as noted above. Today we have Mutual Aid whereby we

COu|d be ca||ed out of the township to he|p one of our neighboring

COrmunity’s batt|e a fire.冒he on|y difference between the ear|y years

and now is that there is a system for calling for he|p, but when cal|ed

We Sti|l g〇・冒hrough the ensuing years we have had many　|arge fie|d

fires that have required our attention, SOme Of them for a∴gOOd part

Of a day. At other times we have had as many field fires in one day



as six. one of the　|argest s亡ructure fires that we have been inv0lved

in was the Riverside High Sch0O| in 1957・ A large portion of the

building was destroyed in a fire that apparently started in the aud-

itorium in the stage area. Millside Farms was the scene of a large

C○nflagration in the ear|y 1950Is. Eventually we had a fire in every

bui|ding there′　mOSt Of which were susp|C|OuS in nature.エn |962′　the

day of our 46th anniversary′　We had a doub|e structure fire c○nsisting

Of the ScC)tt南Nesbitt houses on Rt. 130. We were hampered in our ef-

forts there due to the lack of sufficient water and high winds in the

afterno○n. Another large structure fire that we were called to fight

WaS the Fox Theater in Riverside in 1964. The theater was totally

destroyed along with a few sma|| shops in the same bui|ding as we|l

as a furniture store |ocated in the front c○rner of the bui|ding.

With the advent of the building of deve|opements in the township our

StruCture fires increased according|y. Millside Manor has been the

SCene Of several fires′　the worst being 84 building. There was tota|

|oss of that entire unit. Going across the highway to TenbytowneI We

have had a few fires in units there als0. Our worst fire there was

in K building, in the center section, from the ce||ar to the r○○f.

Most of the fires we have had in Tenbytowne have started in the ce|lars

Shared by the occupants of the units. All of the fires there are un-

der investigation by the township fire marshall′　Ron Hubbs′　aS POSSible

arson cases.甲he coincidence of the fires that have started in the

Ce||ars makes investigation necessary. our worst fire by far′ in terms

Of loss′　has been RapagnaIs.甲hat was the day after Christmas in 197l.

The fire started in the recreation room and before the family had a



ehance to escape the intense heat, SmOke, and fumes their efforts

turned into panic. Two members of the family, the father and one

Child, managed to escape the h0locost.冒hree other men心ers of the

fami|y, the mother and two chi|dren, Were nOt∴so fortunate.甲he

tragedy surrounding the fire and their attempts to escape makes this

a horror story・工t hurts us because it is our nemisis, the very

thing we try so hard to prevent. Death by fire, an unneCeSSary tragedy.

冒here have been and undoubted|y will continue to be structure fires

in De|ran Township. Our most ferverent hope is to never have a repeat

Of the Rapagna Fire.

At different times through the years, Since the Simp|ex, We have

PurChased new trucks and equipment as we needed them and as funds

WOu|d al|ow。 Among them a 1926　GMC truck with a　3OO gal. Hale pump

this was our first pumper, a 1929　Hahn with a b○○Ster tank and pump,

a 1935　Ford with a　500　gal. pump and booster tank, a 1948　Pirsh with

a　5OO ga|. pump and　500　ga|. tank・冒his　|ast truck was considered the

latest in fire apparatus for a county district. Around 1946　we bought

more hose that gave us　300O feet of　2ちinch hose and　700　feet of lち

hose that enab|ed us to cover almost any fire in the cormunity.工n

1950　we bought a Ford　500　gal. pumper with a b0OSter tank.曹his tr岨Ck

enab|ed us∴to fight most of the grass fires‘,We had at that time′　While

Sti|1 using the　工ndiah Tanks.工n 1953　we bought a surp|us Army weapons

Carrier that we converted into a field truck for grass fires.冒his

truck saw much use　亡hrough out the years. Being a rural town we had

Our Share of grass fires.工n　|962　we bought a Hahn　750　pumper with

-a∴6OO gal. booster tank,曹his truck∴carries our high expansion foam



equipment used on special applications such as liquid fires. We have

On this truck our heavy hose stream deluge gun for supplying water

applications greater than those achieved by　2ちhose and nozzle・工n

1965 we purchased our present grass truck, a Dodge Powerwagon with

a　28O ga|. tank. This rep|aced our old field truck・ Our Dodge was

nothing more than a chassis, engine cowling, front fenders, and wind

Shield when we bought it.冒he completed truck was built by DeCou’s

Body Shop in our town.冒he last piece of attack equipment that we

bought was a 1968　MACK 100Ogal. pumper with booster tank.冒he Fire

Cormissioners bought us a 197| MACK　10OO ga|. pumper, diesel powered.

Both of our MACKs carry Scott air packs in the jump seats for quicker

attack at a fire scene. Our diesel, l122, is our main attack truck

a亡　a structure fire with the other MACK, 1123, aS a SuPP|y or rear

attack truck. We bought a used 1964　Ford step van that we converted

from a Courier Post paper truck to a rescue and salvage truck. This

truck is being equipt with our cascade system that we designed. This

enables us to refill our Scott tanks right at a fire scene. We also

Carry SPare Scott tanks on this unit.冒his truck responds to all

structure fires as we||　as vehicular accidents. The reason for this

is that besides salvage work this truck is set up for heavy rescue

OPerations.冒his piece of equipment rounds out our comp|ement of fire

fighting equipment. Our present hose comp|ement is　|500　feet of three

inch hose, 4000　feet of　2ち　hose, and　2700　feet of lちinch hose.

Several of our members have and are taking courses in fire fighting

as we||　as first aid which enab|es them to render better service to

the c○rmunity. Three of our membersl∴SerVed with the Fort Dix fire



一depar亡ment during Wor|d War　2, nOt tO mention the fact that quite a

few of our members served our country during that war. During those

years we served on the Civi|　Defense team by having one of our members

in the fire house through the night incase of air attack. We are also

PrOud of the fact that we had members of our company in the Armed

Services during the Korean War as well as the conflict in Viet Nam.

We have one of the best and most co-　OPerative Ladies Auxi|iary in

the county・曹hey have equipt the kitchen of our fire house with nearly

every item necessary for the preparation and serving of dinners. The

dinners served at the Bridgeboro Fire House are known county wide for

the quality and quantity　6f the f0Od served. Through the efforts of the

devoted Ladies and the many hours spent in　一’their’’ kitchen they have

amassed the funds to equip our trucks with many of the items necessary

to us to perform our jobs on the fire ground. Our famous turkey suppers

had grown in size from servings of a few hundred t0　OVer 1500　when we

discontinued them in 1957. Most of the present members can we|l remember

the work invoIved in turning out one of those dinners for 1500.甲he

|ate　|950’s saw the demise of the turkey suppers because of rising

COStS and lack of he|p. Attendance at the dinners around that time was

genera||y over　||OO. As many as　40　turkeys were roasted to serve fifteen

hundred people.曹he dinners were served twice yearly. The preparations

Started days in advance and clean up lasted well after the dinner had

ended. Our fund raising efforts and the Ladies work∴didn-t end with

the dinners though, We Still re|ied on the coin cards used in子the

year|y donation drive. We had started Bingo games held weekly in 1958

蔓烏∴anOther means of fund raising∴and this in turn gave the Ladies the



Chance to further their financia|　goals by serving refreshments at

the games. Attendance at the games grew to a near constant level of

150　people. Popu|arity of Bingo grew　七hrough out the area with fire

COmPanies and other organizations. Prizes offered by larger organiz-

ations outgrew those we were able to give′　at times he|p to run the

games became a pressing∴PrOblem.工n 1968 it was decided to drop Bingo.

工n　|969　the Board of Fire Cormissioners came into being with the hope

Of being a panacea for both township fire companyls. since that time

this company has not undertaken any major fund rasing functions with

the exception of a few car washes and spaghetti dinners which proved

PrOfitab|e. We are howeverI always l○○king for new ways　6f rasing

funds for the purpose of bettering the fire company.

Our first fire was曹rumpis farm and a good many of our fires after

that were barns or farm related・甲he township has grown continually

from a farm cormunity to a bedro○m c○munity with light industry and

heavy c○mmercial interests. There is still considerable r○○m for growth

in the township and the type of c○nstruction to take place remains to

be seen. One fact that is∴Certain is the era of barn fires is behind

us′　Our future appears to be in structure fires of dwe||ings′　COrmerCia|

buildings, and public buildings.

Through c○ntinual亡raining and upgrading we are becoming more sophis-

ticated in our methods and actions. Knowing that we have the g0Od wi|l

Of the c○rmunity we fee|　the existance of Delran Fire Company for the

PaSt fifty nine years has been justified. Our record indeed shows that

We have been a service to our citizens. with good　|uck and GodIs b|ess-

ings we wi||　continue to do so.

二二三二〇‥-:

/′1教二“′ii・,′′i/

W車克e Wm. Smith, President

Historian for the Company
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